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Absolutely tiri'proof.

To the Socialists the police always have
been "the uniformed hirelings of Capitalism
and Despotism." But the Socialists in New
York the other night, when soldiers began
to be attentive to them, sought those same

hirelings with squeals of terror and accepted
their protection with abject protestations of
thankfulness.

All girls passing through the station at
' Nowark, N. J., with paint and powder on

their faces are seized by the policewomen
and scrubbed until they look like the re¬

spectable young women most of them doubt¬
less arc. The chief of police says he is acting
under the common law, which is a most ap¬
propriate weapon against a habit that is com¬
mon in every sense of the word.

Berlin is turning the tables and telling on
Bavaria. The world is informed that liberal
peace terms would have been offered to the
allies last spring but for the objoction of the
King of Bavaria, who insisted on a small
slice of Alsace-Lorraine for himself. This il¬
lustrates precisely Aesop's fable of the dog
with meat in his mouth that went after the

V dog with meat lie saw in a pool, with drown¬
ing as the consequence of the enterprise.

If there i:i to be no censoring of news from
£ the peace conference, and President Wilson

lias said if, why is it necessary that every
official communication to the press must passf; through tin' hand.- uf Mr Creel? Mr. Creel's
advancc party of live assistants and thirty
clerks already is on the job. and a twenty-
room liouso has been seen red as the scene
of his future activities Those seem rather
elaborate preparations if there is to be a
free and unrestricted flow of news. But per-
haps it was only meant that there was to be

.jio censoring of the news after .Mr. Creeli[ IViid doled out to the correspondents what he
1; thinks it proper for them to have.

V Altered national circumstances do not alter:$¦: the quality of a man's patriotism or changeI1 the character of his teachings. If Senatori| l.a Follette was guilty of disloyalty while his
ai, country was at war In is equally guilty now^^thiit the iiiii i over, for there is no evi-¦M;dence thai hi- mind ami heart have under-$-5gone any cbangi 'I lie country believed that|«xhis St. I'aill speech wa eisloyal. and certainlyEILnUiny Senaiois wen the same opinion.Ll-rUut the Senate re! is.-i to press the charge||$again.sl him. and, with tin advent of peace.fK;U has been recommend -i tin dismissal Thekjjfwhole unsavory affair n-::ects no credit onjjffrtbe Senate, and l.a. Follette is punished|95'*through his loss of p:«. UK- and influence¦jiVjust as surely as if lie iud been deprived of* his toga.

While Virginia men are winning for her^splendid and everlasting lame on the fieldsfbf Franco a gang of irresponsible roughnecks
y» Culpeper County who ilid not to' the
front have brought disgrace upon her. They^hove broken her long and honorable record
)t allegiance to the law with an inexcusable
Hid especially shameful lynching, done byStealth and lacking even the faint courage otj&e mob that makes open attack. The stain

the State's name can be wiped out just
one way. That is by speedy and rclent-

jflfts pursuit and prosecution of tbe offenders.
I© responsibility for doing or nu'. doing this
>0 the Governor, the Judge of tho o'.rcuU aud

In forty-seven years the Germans who
flocked into Alsace and held all the official

¦, positions failed to establish kindly social re¬
lations with tho native inhabitants. Arro¬
gance and' brutality could not cow hate nor
win even the appearance of friendship. Con¬
sequently, even those of the intruders who
had become sincerely attached to their adopt¬
ed country are compelled to leave.some of
them, we are told, in tears. They find them- I
selves outcasts, and seem to be unable to com- j
prebend why.

| - _

American prisoners of war returning from
Darmstadt report that tliev were bullied,
beaten and s.piMif>oii by civilians while doing !
cruelly hard work" on the roads with short
rations. A thoroughly satisfactory settle-
mcnt of this little account could be secured
by putting these men in good condition and
permitting them to return, seek their tor¬
mentors and wipe out the debt individually.
If we understand the average. American sol-

f dier, he would be willing to delay his re-
c turn home some weeks for the enjoyment
> of that ideal luxurv.I

the Commonwealth's attorney of the county.
Let us hope for cxamplos of official courage
and vigor and avoidance of the pitiable pre¬
tence of effort to vindicate the law that usual¬
ly follows a lynching in which-some voters
or friends of voters aro supposed to have
participated.

(let Big Men and Pay Them Well

SUCCESS of Richmond's now system of gov-
eminent Ms at stako. It depends abso-

lutely on the character and business quali-
tications of the men who shall be chosen to |
till the four directorships provided under the jamended cliarter. If they be men of big
caliber, men of executive ability, men who
will put Richmond's interests above all other
considerations, then the system will work
as its designers framed it to work. If the
positions be filled with incompetents, or from !
the ranks of the petty politicians, then at '
the very outset its failure will be ordaiued. '

The greatest possible danger to success !
would be municipal parsimony. In fact, it
would be fatal. Big jobs have been created, j
big men are required to fill them, and big sal- 1
aries are mandatory if the big men are to j
be secured. There is the situation, and in
face of it the City Council seems inclined j
to haggle over the salaries that are^to bo
paid. Apparently it hopes to get the big men
for cheap pay. That will not do. Richmond j
wants no charity. If the right men take the
jobs they must not be expected to sacrifice
their personal interests, their time and their
labors, receiving niggardly sums in return.
Richmond is well able to pay for what it
gets, and only in that way will it get what
it wants. Its citizens would resent the sorry ,
spectacle it would make if it went about with
its hat held out seeking high-class service !
for low-class remuneration.

Just as an instance, take the case of Dr.
Ennion Williams, said to be the Mayor's se- '

lection for Director of Public Welfare. There
is a big man for a big job. The work of that j
directorship is vitally important to Richmond,
and Dr. Williams is as capable of discharg- j
ing his responsibilities as any man in this j
or any other State. Yet the city may be jcompelled to forego his efficient services be- |
cause tlie Council would limit the salary to
So,000. Perhaps the public-spirited Dr. Wil-
Mains would be willing to make the sacrifice,
but it should not be demanded or expected ]
of him. Neither should the people consent
to having the place filled by a man of less |
talent.
Who is there that can fill the Directorship

of Public Safety as it should be tilled and
feel that he is being adequately paid at $5,000
the year? There are many who want the job
and would regard the $5,000 as a princely
sum compared with what their abilities now
permit them to earn, but tlie man who can
till it as it must be filled perhaps can earn ;
many times that sum in private life. Shall J
Richmond entreat such a man to accept the
position, taking a fractional part of his pay
in cash and the remainder in honor and glory? j
.No! Richmond has not readied that beggardl>' j
.stage.

There is but one wise, soundly economic
course. Let the Mayor pick out the biggest
and best-trained men he can find. Let him
not hamper himself by worry over what the
city will pay. When the right men arc found
lie will have done his duty before the people
and all that can be asked of him. Then it
will be up to the Council to make the posi¬
tions pay salaries sufficiently large to hold
tlu: Mayor's selections. Responsibility before
Richmond will be upon it. If it refuses, show¬
ing a predilection for little men and little
salaries, it will have to answer Tor the fail¬
ure. which will send the new systegi of gov- !

eminent to the scrap heap.

Mr. Secretary Glass

TllH appointment of Representative Carter
Glass, of Virginia, to the post of Secre¬

tary of the Treasury is one certain to create
widespread approval throughout the country. |
In selecting him President Wilson has chosen
a man peculiarly qualified for the tremen¬
dous task that confronts him. As chairman
of the House Committee on Banking and
Currency, Mr. Class was largely instruinenfal
in framing the Federal reserve act, under I
which the financial system of the government i
and of the country has expanded witli mar-
velous rase to meet the unprecedented, do-
mauds of the war. Always in close harmony ;
and contact with Mr. McAdoo, the Virginian
will have no difficulty in carrying forward |
policies that have been tested out under the
strain of the past eighteen months.

It is a big job, and one that will call for
ability, conscientiousness and vision. The

; iniled Stales emerges from the war the cred- I
J itor nation of the world. The financial focus !

is no longer in London, but in New York.
| The extent to which this country can retain i
the advantages it has gained will depend
largely on the extent to which tlie govern- ;
meat's financial policies, germinated at the !
Treasury, are sound. It is a vast and deli- [rate mechinery which the new secretary is

.' called upon to direct. Nor can he tie him- !
self absolutely to the courso laid down by ,

his predecessor. It will be his task, amongj others, to carry the government, part way at i
least, back to the basis of expenditures ob- ;
taining before the war. The mere fact that
the interest charges on our war loan will |
of themselves aggregate approximately $800.- |
00O.U0O a year is evidence sufficient that we j
can never hope to get back to the "billlon-
a-year" basis of government expediturc
which we thought so extravagant a few years
back. St» that while the extraordinary meas¬
ures of raising revenue during .the recent
emergency may in most instances be dis¬
pensed with in a reasonably short time, it
is for the new secretary to work out a basis
of permanent taxation that will be ample
without being oppressive. Enjoying, as he
so completely does, the confidence of his col-

I leagues in Congress, Mr. Cilass will have the
promise, no doubt, of hearty co-operationI from the legislative branch.

j All Yellow
I vt EVER in all history has the world been
| IN forced to witness a spectacle more loath¬
some than that of tho arch-plotters of im¬
perial Germany scurrying to cover. F'or four
long years, with blasphemous lying, these
spokesmen for Potsdam sought incessantly to

j convince the world, as well as their own peo¬
ple, that it was the entente that forced Eu¬
rope into the throes of this terrible war by
rejecting at every stage the efforts of tho
Kaiser to avert the crisis. Now, in tho hour
or their defeat. confounded by their lies, face
to face with a reckoning, cringing now andI afraid, tlu-y turn treacherously upon their

| accomplices i» critno. Tho government of
Austria-Hungary, llipy now uay, was rospon-

f*< i

sible. Hearken to the words of one of them,
quoted in the Deutsche Zeitung, of Berlin.
"Wo did, in fact, consider that, with; the

crime of Serajevo, Austria-Hungary's hour of
destiny had struck. We did not prompt Aus-
tria-Hungary to her action, but expressly ad¬
vised her against it. The Vienna ultimatum,
which we considered too severe, was com-
municated to us too late for an endeavor
to mitigate it."
And from whom comes this new tale, de¬

signed to relieve tho imperial German gov¬ernment of all blame? It comes from Dr.Alfred Zimmerman, former Secretary of For¬eign Affairs at Berlin, and author of the in-famous plot to involve the United States, then
a neutral, in war with Mexico and Japan! 1

Say what you will about ex-Kaiser Karl, jhe is not a quitter. Instead of seeking refuge ;in Holland, he remains in Austria, and has ishied his hut into the political ring with the I
announcement of his candidacy for the pres- jidency of the new Austrian republic. If he |were not of the house of Hapsburg he might jhave a chance to garner in enough votes to !elect him, but the people will hardly intrusttheir newly won liberties to any one even i
remotely connected with that degenerate Idynasty.

What is "the British Labor party?" It I
can hardly represent the sane working peo- !
pie of Great Britain in its demand for in- jdorsement of the liolsheviki. We cannot im-agine that anybody there really wants riot, |murder, pillage, the seizure of girls, univer- jsal ruin, starvation and misery such as havebeen brought on Ilussia.

if the allies succeed in getting possession i
of the person of the Kaiser, as assuredly they iwill, it will not matter much as to the num- jber and legality of his "abdications." They jwill see to it that he is placed beyond the jpossibility of disturbing the peace of either !Germany or the world in the future.

The allies are not going to let the peopleof Germany starve, but they will have to beshown that they are really in danger of star¬vation before the destitute of their own pop¬ulations are made to go hungry in order toincrease the German ration.

Carranza is to decline re-election to the
presidency of Mexico, according to late dis- (patches. Mr. Carranza may not be a pro- ;found statesmen, but lie knows enough todiscern when crow-eating time approaches.

It was considerate of tho clothing manu- I
facturers to withhold until after Thanksgiv-ing the announcement that women's wearwill be more expensive next spring. j

SEEN ON THE SIDE
DY Hli.vnv tSIMVAItO WARNER

.\on Iierc.
In ihc beautiful Lund of Nowhere,Where nothing is done
Or even begun.

Where nobody care* for the morrow.Which lias nothing of joy or of sorrow;Oh. nobody weeps ir smiles there
In the wontiorful Land of Nowhere'.

There is sleep in the Land of Nowhere,P.ut nobody dreams
Where tho moonlight beams.

And nobody wakes from the sleepingWhere the mystical shadows, creeping,Throw ccholess rounds to the still air
In the beaut'ful I.and of Nowhere.

There is love in the Land of Nowhere,
L'nstung by tho thorn
Of the waking morn.

And hearts joined know nothing of parting.Lsve's elves all from nothing are starting;And Love is a bliss that the gods share
In the rapturous L:.nd of Nowhere!

No death blights th; Land of Nowhere.
lint joy jewels grace
«':i each shadowy face

That lives in the bowers unendingOf love, life and kisses all blending:
As fair as the day is the night fair
111 the nevcr-gloomcd LanJ of Nowhere!

Iii tlie beautiful Land of J owhere
Where nothing is dono
Or ever begun.

Whore nobody cares for the morrow.
For tears or for smiles or for sorrow.
ii would that my spirit might fly there.
To the wonderful I/ind of Nowhere!

< hiirt'oa) tOpli'M Daily Thought.
."Hit am' no great difl'unce if a man sit t'

Heaven by payin' or ridin" a pass." said Char¬
coal ISph. in a Imood, "bu'. dc fellah dat pay
he way suttlngly' gvvinc t' enjoy dc show most-
est btihlleve me! Try a pickle, Mistah Jackson."

Spending of love, a man doesn't need any
a st: i at anee to m iko a fool of himself.

Tlint Yetrnlnp;.
"Wouldn't you love to :>e a child again'.'"
"Yea Mo! L'nt I after OhrlstnasS"

Ilrllup!
Mr. Kaiser, formerly I lohenzollc'rn.or the

other way around.anyhow the liig ISoob of
Kurope, declines to be Interviewed, saying:

"I would liki; to send a message to the public
of America, where. 1 have many friends, but."
Murder! If that old, maniacal, murderous,

cutthroat son-of-a-gun has any friends in
America, let's stait decorating our lamp posts
with 'em!

Introspection.
Sometimes, when I have nothing else lo do,
I say to Me: "What do I think of you?''
Ai.d looking in the deep keep of my chest.
Try to pick out s <rne trait that looks the best;
I tut after prodding deep as I can d'.g,
Finding so little that ij really bis,
I turn to fussing at Me like the Dutch,
.'.ml mutter lo Ms. angrily: "NOT MUCH!"

Sure Thine!
"And so you are converted to the doctrlno of

t raiiKinlgration of the soul'.' I didn't know
you were a faddist."
"I'm not; but 1 just gotta hang onto this

transmigration stuff. It's the only way I can
figure out what's going to become of an end-
scat hog after he's dead."

If We Only Knew.i If wc only knew what the. others know
j Who have trod Life's . th to the evening dew
And tho solemn dark of the closing Night.

If wo only knew!

If wo only knew, on the waking morn
I Where tho broad path leads, where the rosesI strew.
Or the rocky road and the. piercing thorn.

If wc only knew!

If wc only knftw. were It weol or woe,
Were It Joy or pain. In the parting v|ow

Of the things that Are, as the soul take* flight
if wo only knowi

Health Talks, by Dr. Wm/Brady
Spot* Hefore the Byn.

(Copyright. lUlif. oy National Nuwaouper Service. 1

A novice gazing Into a microscope for tliofirst Umo sees all aoim of motes or things ihHtare to all intents not noticed by tho experienceduser of tiu; instrument. With experience oneloams to disregard these motes or defects andin timo they are scurcoly noticed? though un¬doubtedly present. I
Similar spots or inuscia volutantes, as wodoctors call th«rn, after our w. k. fashion of ap¬plying a frightful name to a trilling condition,are no doubt constantly lloatlng before our eyes,und we can even see them ,f we strive to do so.Certain Individuals do sec them without strivingto do so, and are considerably worried about It-Persons whose eyes are sensitive or over-fatigued are more likely to focus their atten¬tion on these floating specks and charlatans arealways ready to help the work along to tho

extent of the victims' willingness to bo bun¬
coed. The average human being is a willingone.
These motes are of no significance, for per¬fectly healthy individuals with normal eyesoften sec them. The distinguishing character¬

istic of these lloatli.g specks Is that they float
across the vision ii regularly or perhaps quiteregularly if one watches intently for them.There arc other specks sometimes noted by
persons with real eye trouble, and these specksremain stationary when the Individual regards
a fixed object. Slight opacities In tho cornea or
clear covering o» ilie sight, resulting from In¬
juries or liiaiii.nath n. may cause tlxcd specksin tho 1'ield of vision.
There is a normal blind spot in the field of

vision. This is in the place where the optic
nerve enters the eye and fans out over the
retina. If you dose the left eye and fix the
right eye on a large dot made some three inches
at the leit of another dot on the paper, then
bring the paper slowly tcv.ard the face while
you still steadily regard the left dot, the right
one will disappear at a certain pdlnt, which is
precisely when the light from it falls on the
blind spot in the ret :.a.
Besides corneal opacities, beginning cataract

in advanced life i.iuy cause these specks or sco-
tomata; patients cficn compiatn of seeing many
lights where there is really but one light.
Near-sighted people arc often annoyed by these
scotomata. Any one. eve. in perfect health,
may see things on suddenly rising or when turn¬
ing a somersault for the first time in years.

((urNtioim and An*wer«.
A Sweet Tooth.. 1 am fond of all sorts of

sweet things, am forty-four yia.'s old. and have
alwavs eaten freely of sirups, etc. I vm in¬
formed that these loods cause Hright's disease.
What Is your opinion about it'.' Would honey
be as injurious us sirup? D, F. P.
Answer..There is no reason to believe that

sweet things cause Hright's disease. My opinion
is that honey and cane, maple or corn sirup are
equally nutritious, and equally harmless in mod-
erallon.

Moving Into Vacated Apartments..Last week
a members of the family died of influenza.
We can obtain the apartments on very ad-
vantageous terms, but would it lie safe under
the circumstances to move in now? Or what
precautions would make such apartments safe
lor occupancy? U. U, T|Answer..Ordinary soap and water cleaning
and an ordinary ventilation of the apartmets
will render them quite safe to occupy, no mat-
ter what disease the former occupant had. Any
visibly soiled walls should be repapercd or re-
painted.

Much Ado About Nothing
DY llO> It. MO LI.TON.

S»ll<rrlniid.
I don't want to travel in Switzerland,
I'm particular whom I meet.

And h lot of ex-Kings
And princes and things

Will be loafing around in the street.
Hotels will be fluttered with royalty.
With royally looking for jobs.

With sublime potentates
And ex-rulers of states

And thousands of once regal slobs.
1 don't want to bump Into Kerdlnand
Selling lead pencils and laces.

And sad Constantlne.
With his peanut machine:

I'm weary of seeing their faces.
I don't mind subscribing to charity.
Or dropping my dimes m a cup;

I'.ut I've got no boodle
To spend on a noodle IWho's tried to crimp me with a Krupp.

I don't care for Charlie of Austria;
I'm :-ort of exclusive that way.

lie can sell souvenirs
Kor twenty-live years.

And not get a jit of my pay.
I don't want to travel In Switzerland,
I'll dodge ;i11 those bt-gg.irs an<! bums.

I'll do my sightseeings
Among human beings.

I never cared much for the slums.

The Kaiser was fortunate in one way. When
he entered Holland he didn t have to listen to!
any long, tedious addresses of welcome.

"Frank Jones made a trip to lJar.gor with a
load this week.".Maine paper. Still they call
that a dry State.

Says a western paper. "There is no better
known name in this country than that of Wil¬
liam It. Taft."

At a recent wedding a man in the assemblagewho had been married live »lines stood up when
the wedding march was played, lie had heard
it so often Ii- thought it was our national an¬
them, "'i he hta. -Spangled Banner."

l.ubovska, the Itussian impressionistic dancer,is convinced that America will be the art cen¬
ter of the world in future, and that Itussiandancing will go extremely well litre. .Maybe,but we won't stand for the old k nockauou'.
learn, Lenirie and Trotzky. in vaudeville.

Around the Old Penee Table.
If everybody who wants a seat gets onethe table will be 1S5 feet long.
Twenty or thirty will have to wait for thesecond tabic.
Tne loastmaster hns not been formally chosen.lie will not spring any old almanac jokes.Huns must be checker! in the anterooin.Mexico must be satisfied with a hand-out atthe kitchen door.
I,eon Trotzky will not be asked to fill in onwho lost if.
Charles of Austria will not attend leaningupon tho arm of tho All Highest.
It will be considered a faux pas to grab forai.vthing.
Everybody will be helped in turn.
The question: "Who won the war?" will notbe discussed.
There will be no objection to any one tellingtelling who lost it.

It is difllcult for a woman to keep a secretbecause, her husband is always so anxious tohear all the gossip.
When a good many things seem to be. goingto tho bow-wows as fast as they can, it is

pleasant to note that Iinrico continues on the
even tenor of his way.

They say ex-Kmperor Charley, of Austria, has
.no food or clothes. He evidently forgot to laysomething aside for an unre.igny day.

News of Fifty Years Ago
(From the Itichmond Dispatch, Dec. 7, 1SCS.)

The argument on tho motion to quash the In¬
dictment against Mr. Davis was concluded in
the United States Circuit Court yesterday. It.
II. Dana. Jr.. of Boston, made the closing ar¬
gument l'or the government and Charles (/Con¬
or, of New York, for the defendant. Court ad¬
journed to this morning, when a decision wll!
probably be delivered.
A lot of heavy ordnance cast by Joseph R.

Anderson &¦ Co. and used In the defense of
Wilmington during the war, has been purchased
by the Tredegar Company, and is now being
brought back to this city as material for iron-
making.casting swords into plowshares, as it
wece.
A letter, addressed "To My Dear Grandma,

Richmond, Va." and postmarked in Lynchburg,
was received in tho Richmond post-oflice yes¬
terday.
Major T. II. Stanton, paymaster for this mil¬

itary district, returned to the city yesterday
it ltd disbursed a large sum of greenbacks to
the officers of the army stationed at and near
this post. To-day will bo tho privates' pay day.
Among tho hills to be introduced in Congress

is ono to regulate telegraph companies, and
telegraphing and providing, among other things,
penalties for tampering with or improperly dis¬
closing tho contents of privato messages. How
far in tills direction Congress has tho power to
go is a mooted question.
We were shown at the Nowlnn & Co.'s Jew-

elrv store, corner Tenth and Main Streets, yes¬
terday a handsome testimonial presented to Rev.
Dr. T. V. Moore by his congregation. It was a
tea service, consisting of five pieces of antique
pattern, richly chased and ornamented.

(J. J. SobuItK has been appointed policeman by
Mayor CHihoon; vice B. K. Hreedcn resigned.
Congressmen are gathering in Washington to

bo in good¦ tlmo for the opening of tho session
next wock. *

I
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FROM OTHER VIEWPOINTS
National Problems Discussed for Headers of The Tinics-Dispaleh by

Authoritative Writers.A Daily KUitorliii feature.

END OF TIIE WAR A LONG WAY OFF.
UV ALKHUU II. WILLIAMS.

L,ess lhan thirty days after the sign¬
ing of the armistice most of ua huve
learned to regard the country ua at

peace and to consider the war aa fin¬
ished. The truth is that legally and
technically wo are at war now as ab¬
solutely as we were in October. Fight¬
ing hns stopped and the Huns and their
allies have been beaten to helplessness.
t>ut no treaties liave been signed, or
even drawn, and nobody knows when
they will be. The President to-uay
has full right to call to cam p. under
the draft, every able-bodied niaje be¬
tween eighteen and forty-live, and all
the special war regulations and laws
are in full effect. They will continue
so until a treaty, or treaties. haH'e been
frnmed and sinned und, so far as wo
are concerned, ratiticd by at least two-
thirds of the Senators, and the* end
ot the war has been formally and oltl-
cially announced by the President in
public proclamation. Then, and not
until then, the power of the govern¬
ment to force men into service will end
and the male of military age actuallv
will be free. Of course, the Kovernment
will not a.-sert Its right. To the con-
trary, it will discharge soldiers as fast
as may be found safe and possible, but
the soldier until he is discharged and
finally released is subject to military
law in all respects.
As the law stands, the first of the

great public service enterprises to hi?
released from government control will
be the telegraph and telephone and
cable and radio systems. The act an-
thorlzing their seizure is limited ex¬
pressly .during the continuance of the
present war." The power of the gov-
ernment to operate and control them
"shall not extend beyond the date of|the proclamation by the President of
the exchange of ratifications of the
treaty of peace." Congress was so
jealous of continuance of this power
that it inserted a .special provision for
hastening settlement, requiring that
In case of disagreement between the
companies and the government on the
amount due for the time of government
control 7."> per cent of the amount
claimed shall l>e paid forthwith and the
balance submitted to the courts.
With the railways conditions are

different, localizing the complications
of untangling and unscrambling them,
Congress allows a year and nine months
for settlement and read just ment be¬
fore they shall lie disposed of and their
permanent control and management
determined. That matter will be in
the hands of a Republican Congress
and probably of the next administra¬
tion. The law says government op¬
eration shall continue "for a reason¬
able time" after the peace proclama¬
tion, but not exceeding a year and nine
months. It seems to be practically
Impossible that the treaty ran lie coin-
pleted. ratified by our Senate and pro-
claimed much before March. 101'.*. less;
than throe months away now. That
would throw the expiration of the time
limit well after the general elections of
19"0. Probably the President's address
to Congress Monday deprives the Dem¬
ocrats of every hope any of them may
have had of making railway owner¬
ship tlie Issue In that election; but the
process of making an entirely new and
revolutionary chapter of railway laws
will be tedious. However, if the pub¬
lic hccomes so sick of tbo experiment
of government operation that its pro-
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lests will become too strong for re¬sistance. action may lie hastened.The prohibition against trading withany of tin* countries Willi which »care at war. nominally, will ceasc'lin-mediately on the Issuance of the peacel>i oclainalloti. So will ilic limitationsor what merchandise may bo shippedabroad. I' 11 111 that time the power ioenforce both will remain. althoughKiaduat loosening of regulations maybo expected u.s the rcquli emcitls 01business and industry may buggi'Mt.The :.ntlspy and special treason lawsalto will become extinct with the con¬clusion and announcement of peacc.hut arc In full efTect now, and willcontinue to be until tne war is overollicially as well as in fact. The per¬son undertaking to discredit the UnitedSlates or its army or navy, or to con¬vey to Austria, Germany, Turkey orl.ulgurla in format ion likely to bo totl.clr advantage or to the UisadvantageuI this country, or to cnc.ourage mu¬tiny or dissatisfaction among our mil¬itary forceH. Is subject to the sameheavy penalties that were Imposed insome instances while lighting was a:its most active point.Tlio law giving the President powerto readjust the executive department*of the government at his pleasure--and which cost liiln the good Will ofmany members of Congress becausehe insisted on having it passed quick¬ly and refused to say why he wantc-lil.never has been used, ho far as Isknown. As the use of It Is restrictedto purposes "relating to the conductof the present war," it probably winexpire with the legal arrival of peace,although it might be applied at anytime within six months thereafter.The active direction by the Depart-merit of Labor of labor quosllons isto end with the proclamation. Con¬trol of minerals, ores and metals is t<>cud with Ihc proclamation, but afterthat time two years may elapse hiwhich to wiml up settlements and re¬turns of property.The War Finance Corporation maycontinue In existence ten years, bu'may do nothing beyond liquidating andwinding up Its affairs after Hlx months,but the linal dissolution of the CapitalIssues Committee i> with the Presi¬dent, who may pul it out of businessat any time by proclaruation, but can¬not allow it to live longer than sixmonths after peace.The Kmergency Fleet Corporation Mallowed five years in which to windup. but its active functions of creationand operation will end In six months.This settlement will be even moreenormously Important than the railwayquestion, as on It will depend the pol¬icy of the country toward the mer¬cantile marine, which will determineiho course ami extent of our foreigntrade for years to come.Business men and citizens generallymust impress on their minds that w *are living under war laws and rulesand will continue to do so severalmonths vet. and that any relaxation-*must be by special otltclal order. AndUnybody Inclined to quibble mightpoint out iliat probably we never willbe out of wr.r because several of thespecial war bills provide for their owndentli after conclusion of peace with"the Herman Umpire" and there isn'tany such animal. The wording show*low little the lawmakers dreamed,even a few months ago. how tremen¬dous and complete I he crash would be.
.vho suffered likewise, for possiblyitnong tin; number he would have foundthe s;»lrit whIt'll prevailed In Admiralbewcy's men who n 'ide the expressionin their line of duty, "To hell withbreakfast." From past records of ourwars lo the present time this has beenthe spirit of our boys, of the Americanuriny and navy and as individuals whenchallenged by obstruction.
The writer now refers to our Presi¬dent's oversea trip as a mission tofulfill, a duty to perform, as sponsorlo the heroic dead who made the su¬preme saer'flce In their line of duty, inanswer to the call of humanity. liegoes that there may be no misinter¬pretation of their acts and memory.He goes, that permanent and delinltepeace shall be restored to civilized peo¬ples. lie goes, regardless of the ac¬tions and expressions of critics, thathe may fulfill his duty, thai, like th>jreturning sjldiers, he may make, hishabitation to the Goddess of Libertyupon his return, and receive her silentblessing and absolute "Welcome home,my boy. you have done your duty."

i:. P. McNALbY.Hopewell. Va., December 2, 191S.

Books and Authors
The trend towards Socialism hasbrought renewed life to Kdward Bel¬lamy's celebrated novel, "Kquallt.v."arid Messrs. Appleton & Co. report tha:they are putting the book to press forthe seventeenth large printing.
T.leulenant-Colonel Townsend Whe-len. author of that 600-page book en¬titled "The American Itlflc," recentlypublished by the Century Company,lias been appointed by the Secretaryr>f War to a place on the nationalboard for the promotion of rifle prac¬tice. This board is appointed by theSecretary of \Var, and controls all mai¬lers pertaining to rifle practice In theUnited States except that within theregular army. It makes rules for theannual national matches, controls civil¬ian rifle practice, etc.

"I)ady l.ong Lops," Jean Webster'sremarkably successful story of laungh-ters ami tears, has lost none of itspower to please the public through thewar and the passing of years, judg¬ing by its reception on the stage ofHenry Miller's Theater In New Yorlclast week. This was a revival, withMr. Miller and lluth Chatterton In theprincipal parts, but the reviews inthe New York papers Indicate that itsreception was as hearty as it wasseveral years ago. Perhaps reactionfrom stories and plays saturated Willitlio war is already in progress. and thepleasant and romantic Is now comeagain into the public's highest favor.
Harold Goddard's book. "Morale."just about to be issued by George If.Doran Co., makes, with its chapters011 the morale of victory and recon¬struction, a most timeiy appearance,in spile of the fact that much of itwas written while the war clouds stillmenaced. Ho writes in an open letter:"The end of hostilities will certainlyodd to Hie Interest in tny book.par-ticuarl.v the lirst and the last threechapters. The fact that several millionAmerican soldiers who will be mobi¬lized for months lo conic are to besuddenly deprived of the morale whichd I reel participation Iti war. or thepromise of it, imparts, suddenly givesan Immensely Increased importance tothose higher types of morale withwhich my volume Is mainly concernen.This is conspicuously true of the chap¬ter. 'Sex and Morale,' and of the newchapter. 'Morale and Reconstruction.'Personally 1 r.m convinced that moraleIs quite as important a problem forpeace as for war. that William Joneswas right in contending that only amoral equivalent for war.a moraleequivalent, in other words.can bringus lasting peace."

God's j-'incer Touched IIIm and lie Slept.(For The Times-Dispatch.)"God's linger touched him and he slept,"Ills cares and burdens lsild aside;The tears his soul In silence weptBeneath the eross, forever dried.The foes that lurked along his way.The friends that Knocked upon his door,The noise and battles of the day.Alike his soul shall wake no more.Amid a world that laughs and weepsSerene and undisturbed ho sleeps.
"God's finger touched him and he slept."And In our hearts the sun went down.And across our path the tempest sweptOur dreams and visions to tlio ground.But like a calm upon the deepIn answer lo the anguish fell,An angel's song and clear and sweet,In triumph did it rise and swollTill far and wide the cchos swept."God's linger touched him and ho slept."AMANDA B. CORDKS.Richmond, Va., Dcccmbcr 6, 131$.i " .>' V i. v cagrc'
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